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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

2. Claims 1 - 5, 9, and 14 - 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being 
anticipated by Stirling (Stirling, IEEE VTS 52 nd Edition). 

Regarding claim 1, Stirling teaches of an automotive storage and playback device 
for detachably coupling to an automobile comprising: a wireless transceiver to receive 
compressed digital content automatically from a computer system via a wireless local 
area network based on user defined preferences input into the computer system (page 
2544, section C; page 2545 section D) 5 the wireless transceiver communicably coupled to 
the wireless local area network when the wireless transceiver is a predetermined distance 
from a wireless local area network access point (page 2544, section C; page 2545, section 
B); and a decoder and converter to decompress and convert the digital content to be sent 
to and played on an output device in the automobile (page 2542, sections A and B; page 
2544, section C). 

Regarding claim 2, Stirling teaches all the claimed limitations as recited in claim 
1 . Stirling further teaches of wherein the wireless transceiver receives the digital content 
automatically when the wireless transceiver is located a predetermined distance from the 
wireless local area network access point (page 2544, section C). 
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Regarding claim 3, Stirling teaches all the claimed limitations as recited in claim 
1 . Stirling further teaches of wherein the wireless transceiver receives the digital content 
periodically at times designated according to the user defined preferences input into the 
computer system (page 2545, section B; page 2541, section II; page 2544, section A and 
C). 

Regarding claim 4, Stirling teaches all the claimed limitations as recited in claim 
1 . Stirling further teaches of wherein the wireless transceiver receives the digital content 
is received at the automotive storage and playback device in response to a user action 
(page 2544,section C). 

Regarding claim 5, Stirling teaches all the claimed limitations as recited in claim 
1 . Stirling further teaches of comprising a storage and datalink unit coupled with the 
wireless transceiver, the storage and datalink to receive the digital content from the 
wireless transceiver and convert the digital content into at least one of binary data and 
instructions (page 2545, section D; page 2546, sections D and F; page 2542, section A 
and Figure 1). 

Regarding claim 9, Stirling teaches all the claimed limitations as recited in claim 
1 . Stirling teaches of wherein the digital content includes at least one of a music file, a 
text file, an image file, a video file, and an interactive multimedia file (page 2542, section 
B; page 2547, section A; page 2545, section D). 

Regarding claim 14, Stirling teaches of an apparatus comprising: a computer 
system communicably coupled to the wireless local area network (page 2543, Table 1 and 
section D; page 2545, section B), the computer system automatically obtaining, storing, 
and sending digital content via a wireless local area network access point to an 
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automotive storage and playback device when the automotive storage and playback 
device is within a predetermined distance from the wireless local area network access 
point (page 2544, section C; page 2545, sections B and D; and page 2542, section B) 5 the 
computer system obtaining the digital content from a wide area network based on user 
defined preferences input into the computer system (pages 2546 - 2547, sections E, F ,G; 
page 2547, section D and page 2541, section II). 

Regarding claim 15, Stirling teaches all the claimed limitations as recited in claim 
14. Stirling further teaches of wherein the computer system sends the digital content 
automatically when the automotive storage and playback device is located a 
predetermined distance from the wireless local area network access point (page 2541, 
section II; page 2544, section C). 

Regarding claim 16, Stirling teaches all the claimed limitations as recited in claim 
14. Stirling further teaches of wherein the computer system sends the digital content 
periodically at times designated according to the user defined preferences input into the 
computer system (page 2541, section II; page 2544, sections A and C). 

Regarding claim 17, Stirling teaches all the claimed limitations as recited in claim 
14. Stirling further teaches of wherein the computer system sends the digital content in 
response to a user action (page 2541, section II; page 2544, sections A and C). 

Regarding claim 18, Stirling teaches all the claimed limitations as recited in claim 
14. Stirling further teaches of wherein the computer system comprises: a system control 
application to manage and control the transfer of the digital content (pages 2543 - 2544, 
section V); and a user interface (page 2541, section I and II). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 6 - 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Stirling (Stirling, IEEE VTS 52 nd Edition) as applied to claim 5, and further in view of 
Lee et al. (Lee, US Patent No. 6,374,177). 

Regarding claim 6, Stirling teaches all the claimed limitations as recited in claim 

5. Stirling further teaches of further comprising a head unit coupled to the storage and 
data link unit (page 2543, Section V and A and Figure 2; page 2544 section B and 
Figures 3 and 4). 

Stirling does not specifically teach of via at least one cable. 

In a related art dealing with an on-board navigation computer system used in 
automobiles, Lee teaches of via at least one cable (as seen in Figure 4 and column 13, 
lines 45 - 48). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of invention to 
have included into Stirling's head-data link system, Lee's cables, for the purposes of 
reliably disseminating data on a automobile, as taught by Lee. 

Regarding claim 7, Stirling in view of Lee, teach all the claimed limitations as 
recited in claim 6. Both Stirling and Lee teach of wherein the head unit comprises: a 
stereo sound processor (Stirling: page 2542, section B; Pages 2546 - 2548, sections F and 
D; Lee: Figure 4 and column 13, lines 8 - 54); an audio mixer coupled with the stereo 
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sound processor (Stirling: page 2542, section B; Pages 2546 - 2548, sections F and D; 
Lee: Figure 4 and column 13, lines 8 - 54); a pre-amplifier coupled with the audio mixer; 
an amplifier coupled with the pre-amplifier (Stirling: page 2542, section B; Pages 2546 - 
2548, sections F and D; Lee: Figure 4 and column 13, lines 8 - 54); a tuner coupled to an 
antennae attached to the automobile (Stirling: page 2542, section B; Pages 2546 - 2548, 
sections F and D; Lee: Figure 4 and column 13, lines 8 - 54); and a user interface 
(Stirling: page 2542, section B; Pages 2546 - 2548, sections F and D; Lee: Figures 2 and 
4 and column 13, lines 8 - 54). 

Regarding claim 8, Stirling in view of Lee, teach all the claimed limitations as 
recited in claim 7. Both Stirling and Lee teach of wherein the head unit further 
comprises: a compact disc drive coupled with the stereo sound processor (Stirling: page 
2543, Figure 2 for example; Lee Figure 4, for example) and Lee further teaches of an 
audiocassette drive coupled with the stereo sound processor (column 8, lines 44 - 47 and 
column 1, lines 6 - 8). 

5. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Stirling 
(Stirling, IEEE VTS 52 nd Edition) as applied to claim 5 above, and further in view of 
Kikinis (Kikinis, US Patent No. 6,055,566). 

Regarding claim 10, Stirling teaches all the claimed limitations as recited in claim 
5. Stirling does not specifically teach that wherein the storage and datalink unit includes 
a battery. 

In a related art dealing with a media player, Kikinis teaches of wherein the storage 
and datalink unit includes a battery (column 2, lines 52 - 55). 
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It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of invention to 
have included into Stirling's head-data link system, Kikinis' battery, for the purposes of 
portable playback, as taught by Kikinis. 

6. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Stirling 
(Stirling, IEEE VTS 52 nd Edition) as applied to claim 5 above, and further in view of 
Obradovich (Obradovich, US Patent No. 6,542,794). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Stirling teaches all the claimed limitations as recited in claim 
5. Stirling does not specifically teach of wherein the storage and datalink unit includes a 
temperature-based control system. 

In a related art with a vehicle control and multimedia system, Obradovich teaches 
of wherein the storage and datalink unit includes a temperature-based control system (as 
seen in Figure 1 and column 3, lines 30-40 and Figure 18). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of invention to 
have included into Stirling's storage and data link system, Obradovich's temperature 
control, for the purposes of providing a centralized information and control system in an 
automobile that is user friendly and easy to use, as taught by Obradovich. 

7. Claims 12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Stirling (Stirling, IEEE VTS 52 nd Edition) as applied to claim 5 above, and further in 
view of Berberich et al. (Berberich, US Patent No. 5,703,734). 

Regarding claim 12, Stirling teaches all the claimed limitations as recited in claim 
5. Stirling does not specifically teach of wherein the storage and datalink unit includes a 
vibration dampening system. 
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In an analogous art dealing with storage media, Berberich teaches of wherein the 
storage and datalink unit includes a vibration dampening system (column 4, lines 33 - 



It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of invention to 
have included into Stirling's storage-data link system, Berberich's shock absorbing/ 
dampening material, for the purposes of protecting the device and the material stored, as 
taught by Berberich. 

Regarding claim 13, Stirling in view of Berberich teach all the claimed limitations 
as recited in claim 12. Berberich further teaches of wherein the vibration dampening 
system includes two elastomeric suspension caps (Figure 2; column 6, lines 31-40; 
Figures 9 and 10; and column 9, lines 6-21). 

8. Claim 19-24, 28, 29, and 34 - 41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Stirling (Stirling, IEEE VTS 52 nd Edition) in view of Groeger et al. 
(Groeger, US Patent No. 5,923,624). 

Regarding claims 19 and 34, Stirling teaches of a system and method for 
transferring digital content to an automobile comprising: the automotive storage and 
playback device including a wireless transceiver to automatically receive compressed 
digital content via a wireless local area network, the automotive storage and playback 
device coupled to an output device in the automobile that is capable of playing the digital 
content (page 2544, section C; page 2545, sections B and D; and page 2542, section B); 
and a computer system communicably coupled to the wireless local area network, the 
computer system automatically obtaining, storing, and sending the digital content via a 
wireless local area network access point to the automotive storage and playback device 



62). 
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when the automotive storage (page 2545, section D; page 2544, section C) and playback 
device is within a predetermined distance from the wireless local area network access 
point, the computer system obtaining the digital content from a wide area network based 
on user defined preferences input into the computer system (page 2544, section C; pages 
2545 - 2546, sections B and D; and page 2542, section B). 

Stirling does not specifically teach of an automotive storage and playback device 
for detachably coupling to the automobile. 

In a related art dealing with a car radio receiver that includes a recording unit for 
audio data, Groeger teaches of an automotive storage and playback device for detachably 
coupling to the automobile (as seen in Figures 1 and 2 and column 2, lines 10- 25). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of invention to 
have included into Stirling's multi-media car system, Groeger's removable sections, for 
the purposes of theft deterrence and remote use, as taught by Groeger. 

Regarding claims 20 and 35, Stirling in view of Groeger, teach all the claimed 
limitations as recited in claims 19 and 34. Stirling further teaches of wherein the 
automotive storage and playback device receives the digital content automatically when 
the automotive storage and playback device is located a predetermined distance from the 
wireless local area network access point (page 2544, section C; pages 2545 - 2546, 
sections B and D; and page 2542, section B). 

Regarding claims 21 and 36, Stirling in view of Groeger teach all the claimed 
limitations as recited in claim 19 and 34. Stirling further teaches of wherein the 
automotive storage and playback device receives the digital content periodically at times 
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designated according to the user defined preferences input into the computer system 
(page 2545, section B; page 2541, section II; page 2544, section A and C). 

Regarding claim 22 and 37, Stirling in view of Groeger, teach all the claimed 
limitations as recited in claims 19 and 34. Stirling further teaches of wherein the 
automotive storage and playback device receives the digital content in response to a user 
action (page 2541, section II; page 2544, sections A and C). 

Regarding claim 23, Stirling in view of Groeger teach all the claimed limitations 
as recited in claim 19. Stirling further teaches of wherein the computer system 
comprises: a system control application to manage and control the transfer of the digital 
content (pages 2543 - 2544, section V); and a user interface (page 2541, section I and II). 
Regarding claim 24, Stirling in view of Groeger teach all the claimed limitations as 
recited in claim 19. Stirling further teaches comprising a storage and datalink unit 
coupled with the wireless transceiver to receive the digital content from the wireless 
transceiver and convert the digital content into at least one of binary data and instructions 
(page 2545, section D; page 2546, section D; page 2542, section A and Figure 1). 

Regarding claim 24, Stirling in view of Groeger teach all the claimed limitations 
as recited in claim 19. Stirling further teaches of comprising a storage and datalink unit 
coupled with the wireless transceiver, the storage and datalink to receive the digital 
content from the wireless transceiver and convert the digital content into at least one of 
binary data and instructions (page 2545, section D; page 2546, sections D and F; page 
2542, section A and Figure 1). 

Regarding claims 28 and 41, Stirling and Groeger teach all the claimed limitations 
as recited in claims 19 and 34. Stirling further teaches of wherein the digital content 
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includes at least one of a music file, a text file, an image file, a video file, and an 
interactive multimedia file (page 2542, section B; page 2547, section A; page 2545, 
section D). 

Regarding claim 29, Stirling in view of Groeger, teach all the claimed limitations 
as recited in claim 19. Stirling further teaches of wherein the wide area network is 
Internet (page 2542, section C; pages 2546 - 2547, section E - G; note IP is used, hence 
Internet is obvious). 

Regarding claim 38, Stirling in view of Groeger teach all the claimed limitations 
as recited in claim 34. Stirling further teaches of comprising decompressing and 
converting the digital content into at least one of binary data and instructions (page 2545, 
section D; page 2546, sections D and F; page 2542, section A and Figure 1). 

Regarding claim 39, Stirling in view of Groeger teach all the claimed limitations 
as recited in claim 38. Both Stirling and Groeger further teach of comprising transferring 
the converted content to an output device in the automobile (Stirling: page 2541, sections 
I and II; Groeger: Figures 1 and 2). 

Regarding claim 40, Stirling and Groeger teach all the claimed limitations as 
recited in claim 39. Both Stirling and Groeger further teach of comprising playing the 
converted content on the output device (Stirling: page 2541, sections I and II; Groeger: 
Figures 1 and 2). 

9. Claims 25 - 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Stirling (Stirling, IEEE VTS 52 nd Edition) in view of Groeger et al. (Groeger, US Patent 
No. 5,923,624) as applied to claim 24, and further in view of Lee et al. (Lee, US Patent 
No. 6,374,177). 
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Regarding claim 25, Stirling in view of Groeger teaches all the claimed 
limitations as recited in claim 24. Stirling further teaches of further comprising a head 
unit coupled to the storage and data link unit (page 2543, Section V and A and Figure 2; 
page 2544 section B and Figures 3 and 4). 

Stirling and Groeger do not specifically teach of via at least one cable. 

In a related art dealing with an on-board navigation computer system used in 
automobiles, Lee teaches of via at least one cable (as seen in Figure 4 and column 13, 
lines 45 - 48). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of invention to 
have included into Stirling and Groeger's head-data link system, Lee's cables, for the 
purposes of reliably disseminating data on a automobile, as taught by Lee. 

Regarding claim 26, Stirling in view of Groeger and Lee, teach all the claimed 
limitations as recited in claim 25. Both Stirling and Lee teach of wherein the head unit 
comprises: a stereo sound processor (Stirling: page 2542, section B; Pages 2546 - 2548, 
sections F and D; Lee: Figure 4 and column 13, lines 8 - 54); an audio mixer coupled 
with the stereo sound processor (Stirling: page 2542, section B; Pages 2546 - 2548, 
sections F and D; Lee: Figure 4 and column 13, lines 8 - 54); a pre-amplifier coupled 
with the audio mixer; an amplifier coupled with the pre-amplifier (Stirling: page 2542, 
section B; Pages 2546 - 2548, sections F and D; Lee: Figure 4 and column 13, lines 8 - 
54); a tuner coupled to an antennae attached to the automobile (Stirling: page 2542, 
section B; Pages 2546 - 2548, sections F and D; Lee: Figure 4 and column 13, lines 8 - 
54); and a user interface (Stirling: page 2542, section B; Pages 2546 - 2548, sections F 
and D; Lee: Figures 2 and 4 and column 13, lines 8 - 54). 



Application/Control N 




»er: 10/052,057 



Page 



" Art Unit: 2684 

Regarding claim 27, Stirling in view of Groeger and Lee, teach all the claimed 
limitations as recited in claim 26. Both Stirling and Lee teach of wherein the head unit 
further comprises: a compact disc drive coupled with the stereo sound processor (Stirling: 
page 2543, Figure 2 for example; Lee Figure 4, for example) and Lee further teaches of 
an audiocassette drive coupled with the stereo sound processor (column 8, lines 44 - 47 
and column 1, lines 6 - 8). 

10. Claim 30 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Stirling 
(Stirling, IEEE VTS 52 nd Edition) in view of Groeger et al. (Groeger, US Patent No. 
5,923,624) as applied to claim 24 above, and further in view of Kikinis (Kikinis, US 
Patent No. 6,055,566). 

Regarding claim 30, Stirling in view of Groeger, teach all the claimed 
limitations as recited in claim 24. Stirling and Groeger do not specifically teach that 
wherein the storage and datalink unit includes a battery. 

In a related art dealing with a media player, Kikinis teaches of wherein the storage 
and datalink unit includes a battery (column 2, lines 52 - 55). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of invention to 
have included into Stirling and Groeger 5 s head-data link system, Kikinis 5 battery, for the 
purposes of portable playback, as taught by Kikinis. 

1 1 . Claim 3 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Stirling 
(Stirling, IEEE VTS 52 nd Edition) in view of Groeger et al. (Groeger, US Patent No. 
5,923,624) as applied to claim 24 above, and further in view of Obradovich (Obradovich, 
US Patent No. 6,542,794). 

Regarding claim 31, Stirling and Groeger teach all the claimed limitations as 
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recited in claim 24. Stirling and Groeger do not specifically teach of wherein the storage 
and datalink unit includes a temperature-based control system. 

In a related art with a vehicle control and multimedia system, Obradovich teaches 
of wherein the storage and datalink unit includes a temperature-based control system (as 
seen in Figure 1 and column 3, lines 30 - 40 and Figure 18). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of invention to 
have included into Stirling and Groeger' s storage and data link system, Obradovich' s 
temperature control, for the purposes of providing a centralized information and control 
system in an automobile that is user friendly and easy to use, as taught by Obradovich. 
12. Claims 32 and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Stirling (Stirling, IEEE VTS 52 nd Edition) in view of Groeger et al. (Groeger, US Patent 
No. 5,923,624) as applied to claim 24 above, and further in view of Berberich et al. 
(Berberich, US Patent No. 5,703,734). 

Regarding claim 32, Stirling and Groeger teaches all the claimed limitations as 
recited in claim 24. Stirling does not specifically teach of wherein the storage and 
datalink unit includes a vibration dampening system. 

In an analogous art dealing with storage media, Berberich teaches of wherein the 
storage and datalink unit includes a vibration dampening system (column 4, lines 33 - 



It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of invention to 
have included into Stirling and Groeger' s storage-data link system, Berberich' s shock 
absorbing/ dampening material, for the purposes of protecting the device and the material 
stored, as taught by Berberich. 
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Regarding claim 33, Stirling in view of Groeger and Berberich teach all the 
claimed limitations as recited in claim 32. Berberich further teaches of wherein the 
vibration dampening system includes two elastomeric suspension caps (Figure 2; column 
6 5 lines 31-40; Figures 9 and 10; and column 9 5 lines 6-21). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tanmay S Lele whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
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